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How is contemporary Japanese
society often understood? (Cont.)

+ The binary images of:
+ high technology and tradition
« urban cities and rural areas with great
nature
« Strong economy=affluent society
+ salaryman(male white-collar workers =
middle-class men) and their spouses as
housewives.

The aims of this whole lecture:
1. Tounderstand Japanese society
beyond uniform images through the

for

perspective of social class America
2. TounderstandJapan (and other

countries) from diverse and critical Ezra r VOgCI

approaches

Source: Vogel(1999) Source: Bester, etal. (eds) (2011)

«To understand Japan (and other countries) from diverse and critical approaches.

Time left :29:49 Hide

Question 1 What does the example of the Titanic illustrate about social class?
Not yet
DELEE] Select one or more:
I Fiag question ) Social class does not matter in life or death situations.
[l Sacial class significantly affects life experiences and "life chances".
) Third-class passengers are more likely to survive in disasters.
[ Social class only matters in extreme circumstances.
Question 2 Which of the following statements is true regarding sodial class in Japan?
Not yet
DELEE] Select one or more:
FIFiag question [J The term "class" (kaikyt) is commonly used in Japan.
() Japan has historically maintained a status-oriented hierarchy.
] Due to its rapid economic growth, Japan has been recognized as a "*100 million middle-
class society™" up to the present day.
() The term "gap society” (kakusa shakai} has been used in Japan since the 1980s.

Question 3 Which of the following statements accurately describes Japan's economic trends?
Not yet

D] Select one or more:

[FFiag question 0

' Japan experienced high economic growth from 1955 to 1973, leading to the perception
of a "one-hundred million middle-class society.”

) lapan's economy continued to thrive even after the collapse of the bubble economy in
the early 1990s.

[l The increase in non-reqular employment began in the late 1970s.

[l The Great East Japan Earthquake had no significant impact on Japan's economy.

21
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